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Formation and Composition of the Colonialist System
by Gao Dai
The colonialist system remained unformed long after colonial rule was established by Euro-
pean Powers in different regions of the World. The making of the colonialist sy stem underwent a
long process, from the 15 th century to the middle of the 19 th century, with the evolution of
modern international law. The Berlin Conference in 1884 marked the ultimate making of the colo-
nialist system. From the 1870s to the 1960s, the colonialist system mainly consisted of colonies,
protectorates and protected states as well as trust territories. In a strict legal sense, there is a dif -
ference between a colony, a protectorate and a protected state, yet this difference does not alter
the nature of colonial rule. With the formation of the colonialist system, administrative setups in

colonies were further reinforced and fully exhibited the characteristics of autocratic rule.

Was Capitalism Born in the Industrial or Agricultural Sectox ?
by He Shunguo

Based on a scrutiny of the basic characteristics of the capitalist mode of production

un-

precedented systemization, organization and socialization as well as a comparison between the
trade features of traditional agriculture and industry, this paper contends that the birthplace of
capitalism is to be located in the industrial rather than agricultural sector. The paper thus gives a
definite answer to an important theoretical problem about the origin of capitalism. Of special aca-
demic importance is its discovery of historical data which shed light on the origin of British capi-

talism.

Achievements and Inadequacies of Operatic Creation in the New Period
by Zheng Chuanyin
Modermn and contemporary Chinese Opera gives great prominence to the art of performance,
thus alienating literature and literary masters from operatic creation and lowering the literary qual-
ity of opera. In the past 20 years however, great efforts have been made to improve the literary
quality of operative creation, and remarkable achievements have been made in ideological content,
dramatic action, characterization and poetic expression. Yet inadequacies still exit: some writers
are still keen on catering to the needs of the time and supplanting universality with nationality. A

few operatic works resemble each other and writers lack artistic individuality .

Ideas of Criminal Law in the Excavated Legal Materials
by Cui Yongdong
This paper makes a study of the ideas of criminal law in bronze inscriptions, bamboo docu-
ments and silk manuscripts. First of all on the basis of legal materials in bronze inscriptions of
Zhou Dynasty, it deals with the principles of criminal law embodying the idea of “meting out jus-
tice with caution”. Then it probes into the influence of legalist and Confucian ideas of criminal law
on Qin Code on the basis of bamboo documents. Finally, it investigates the ideas of criminal law
in the silk manuscripts of the Four Classics of Huang Di, Which is the origin of naturalism in an-

cient Chinese legal culture and which suggests the idea of crime prevention.
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