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Causes for the Colonial Expansion during the Formation of the English Nation- state
JIANG Shou ming
(Department of History, Nanjing Nomal Univesity, Jiangsu Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract :The English colonial expanson in the early modern period was the accompaniment of the Tudor s New Monarchy and the de-
velopment of the English nation-states and was the prelude to the establishment of the British colonial empire of trade. Egoisn and ex-
clusionism of the English nation-state dove the English to fight against binding and restiction and threat imposed by foreign powers in-
cluding the Pope, Spaniards, Portuguese. The English regarded their colonial expansion abroad as a divine right and strengthened nation-
al awareness and spint of freedom in the coumse of stuggle against foreigners. Triumph over Spaniards not only enhanced the self-confi-
dence of English nation, but also cleared away the biggest obstacle to colonial expansion abroad and thus prepared favorable conditions
for the establishment and development of the British Empire of trade in the Dynasty of Stuart.

Key words :cause ; colonial expansion ; nation-state Britain
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