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Early Col onizational Expansion of Great
Britain and Devel opment of a National Country

JIAN G Shou-ming

(Department of Sodal Hstory, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract The colonizational expansion of Britain durng early modern times is related to the foundation and
development of a national country. The colonizational expansion during the founding period of the British national country is
the accompaniment of the Tudor® new monarch” and the development of a national country, and is the fonerunner of
foundation of Great Britain. This long and tortuous developing process expenenced during about one and a half centuries,
constitutes the early history of the British Empire. The egoism and exclusiveness of a national country compelled British
people to oppose the bondage, limitation and threat from the foreign forces, including Roman Pope, the Spanish, the
Portuguese, Hessians, etc. The British regarded the colonizational expansion abroad as the holy nghts to realize equal
development of the British nation. They strengthened their national consciousness and national spirit in their struggle against
the foreign forces. Defeating Spanish not only raised the self-confidence of the British nation but also removed the greatest
obstacle blocking the road of their colonization abroad, which made profitable conditions for the foundation and developm ent
of Britain as a colonizational trade empire during the Stuarts Dynasty.
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