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Cultural Connotation of the Tributary System of East Asia
—Compared with Western Colonial System

RU Ying's GONG Yu-zhen’
(1. School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. Research Center for China Economy, Peiking University, Beijing 100087, China)

Abstract: The tributary system of East Asia existed independently in the world system of East Asia before
modern times. T he tributary sy stem of East Asia with China as the center, it is the result of the combination of Con-
fucian theory and political reality of East Asia, and reflects the pursuit of Confucian cultural value. Compared with
western colonial system, although the tributary system showed its unequal side, it has entirely different cultural con-
notations.

Key words: the tributary system; Confucianism; moralization; colonial system;politics of East Asia
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