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A Research of Qianlong’ s Changes of Attitudes towards the Macartney Embassy

ZHANG Yi-de
( College of History and Tourism Culture Inner Mongolia University; Hohhot 010070)

Abstract: The Macartney Embassy was the first British diplomatic mission to China which took place in 1793.
Emperor Qianlong gave high concentrations on this mission and extended his welcome to the Macartney Embassy
initially. Then because of the difficult negotiation about the ritual of the kowtow the Qianlong Emperor was more
and more dissatisfied with the embassy. What” s more when Macartney presented King George 11" s letter with
Qianlong Emperor the emperor was very alert to the Macartney Embassy and the British. Due to the traditional con—
straints the governor were lack of knowledge and understanding on the western culture but in this case judged
by the Qianlong Emperor’ s behavior he has the certain acquaintance to the world.
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